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folk for their new spheres of occupation. At the end of 1937 a course was held at Fascist Headquarters for leaders of the women's section. Following that, in the spring of 1938, a course was commenced at the premises of the Fascist Institute for Italian East Africa, in the Palazzo Brancacci. It was attended by five hundred women and Young-Fascists, who were lectured on subjects of racial, political, and economic importance. Apart from questions of colonization principles, colonial geography, hygiene, and so on, the women are also given practical instruction in growing vegetables and flowers, baking bread and milking cows. Now, courses lasting three months, and occupying three hours a week, are held in all important provincial centres. At the end there is an examination, and successful pupils receive a certificate.
Many men, including some who have had long experience as heads of families, are surprised at the amount of preparation which it is considered necessary that a woman should receive before emigrating to East Africa. They need to be enlightened in order to appreciate fully the responsibilities of house and garden, and the many extra duties, which fall upon the shoulders of a woman in the colonies. Where occupations and emigration in East Africa are concerned, the Italian Government has made many regulations and taken many precautionary measures designed to prevent the possibility of economic collapse and to check hasty decisions. The more thoroughly the women are instructed and prepared, the less likely are men to embark upon ill-considered adventures.
The question of accommodation still plays a decisive part in the settlement of Italian East Africa. As a woman's life over there, even more than at home, is spent in the house, and as a man spends nearly all his free time also in the house, the comfort and happiness of the family depends enormously upon the living accommodation, which is often very inadequate in the matter of space and imperfect in other particulars. In Addis Abeba I saw Italian society women, formerly accustomed to every imaginable luxury,